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Western   Education

IT is needless to emphasize the importance of education in culture
and in acculturation. In a sense education is culture. In accultura-
tion education plays a leading part. Again and again in this connec-
tion we come across the concept of "Western education." What is
meant by Western education ? Is it in contrast to Eastern ? And is
there an Eastern education? Or a non-Western one?

Following the procedure adopted in the previous chapters, we
shall explore the concept in the light of what some competent
authorities have said on the subject. Mr. Mayhew has already been
mentioned as an eminent authority on Education in India. He is
now the Educational Adviser to the Colonial Office in London.
Another authority whom we shall consult is Sir Charles Trevelyan,
who was the brother-in-law of Lord Macaulay, who laid the found-
ations of the present system of education in India over a century
ago. He was a staunch supporter of Macaulay's educational policy
in India, and whole-heartedly defended it in his book, On the
Education of the People oflndia, published in 1835. The book has
therefore a contemporary feel about it. Another important authority
who may be consulted is Dr. Bryant Mumford, formerly Superin-
tendent of Education in Tanganyika, and now Lecturer in Com-
parative Colonial Education in the London University Institute of
Education. His articles on the subject in the Year Book of Education,
1935, are bound to be interesting and authoritative*

The education system in India, which is called ''Western"
education, was inaugurated just about a century ago by the decision
of Lord William Bentinck, the then Governor-General of India,
on die advice of Lord Macaulay. The decision was preceded by